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0 1  EX EC UTI V E 

SUMMARY 
The L.D. Fargo Public Library Conceptual Design for a new addition was developed for the purposes of 
this booklet by request from the L.D. Fargo Public Library Board of Trustees. Some of the information in 
this booklet will be referenced from the October 2023 Facility Assessment Booklet as well as the June 
2020 Conceptual Design Booklet. Previous data provided in these two documents include the Project 
History, Goals for Success, Space Needs Program, Recommendations, Design Charette Workshops, Public 
Engagement & Community Feedback, Conceptual Budget, Facility Assessment & Improvement Measures. 

The existing library building is  +/-11,500 square feet with two stories and an occupied basement, 
situated on a level site directly north of Commons Park on Madison Street.  The original 1902 portion of 
the library building was designed by Ferry and Clas Architects and is on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The existing library is designed in the Neogothic Revival Style, a simplified form of the Gothic 
Revival with characteristics that include steeply-pitched gable roofs and dormer elements, irregular 
massing, and stone construction. Elements unique to the character of the L.D. Fargo Public Library include 
buttressed stone walls, decorative bargeboards, bay window structures, and divided-lite windows framed 
with large sandstone headers and sills. 

The proposed addition increases the library to +/-22,000 square feet in response to the Space Needs 
Evaluation, creating both a first and second floor addition to the North. The addition is designed to 
complement the original architecture in scale, use of materials and form. The addition will feature a grand 
north entrance with stone base & façade, a large entry canopy, two stone tower elements with large 
pointed windows, steeply-pitched gable & dormer roof elements, and additional stair and elevator.  

Studies published by organizations such as the WELL Building Institute and U.S. Green Building Council 
show that the built environment has a dramatic impact on the health and well-being of both the outside 
environment and the occupants being served. From the inception of the L.D. Fargo Public Library to today, 
construction types have changed, as have technology, space needs, building codes, and expectations. All 
of these factors are contributing concerns to the efficiency, security, adequacy, suitability and 
sustainability of the existing facility in achieving the library’s mission statement: “to serve the people of 
Lake Mills and the surrounding area as a reading, learning, entertainment, cultural, and technological 
center.”    
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0 2  GO AL S  F OR 

SUCCESS 
 

 

0 1    CONSTRUCT A LONG-LASTING FACILITY  

 

0 2    STAY RELEVANT IN A CHANGING WORLD 

 

0 3    BE A LIBRARY THAT IS FLEXIBLE, ADAPTABLE, CHANGEABLE 

 

0 4    BE ENVIRONMENTALLY, FINANCIALLY, AND CULTURALLY SUSTAINABLE 

 

0 5    SUPPORT PROGRAMMING TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY 

 

0 6    PROMOTE PARTNERSHIPS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY 

 

0 7    DISCOVER COMMUNITY NEEDS/WANTS AND PROVIDE ACCOMMODATIONS 

 

0 8    PRESERVE THE CULTURAL HISTORY OF THE COMMUNITY 

 

0 9    MAINTAIN THE HISTORIC CHARACTER AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BUILDING 

 

1 0    PROMOTE ACCESS FOR ALL 

 

1 1    PROVIDE A SAFE AND SECURE ENVIRONMENT  
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0 3  F AC ILITY  PL A NS 

EXISTING 
 

   

 

 

 

 

S O U T H  E L E V A T I O N  
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A E R I A L  S I T E         W E S T  E L E V A T I O N  

 



 

L.D. Fargo Public Library / Conceptual Design Booklet /  5 

 

  

P L A N  -  M A I N  L E V E L     P L A N  –  U P P E R  &  L O W E R  L E V E L S  

 

R O O F  P L A N  

 

 

 

 

L O C A T I O N  &  Z O N I N G  A N A L Y S I S  

The library is located at 120 E Madison St, Lake Mills, WI 53551. The existing site is zoned as B-1 
Downtown Business. The lot size is approximately .75 acres and accommodates 16 parking spaces. There 
is an existing bio-retention swale on site. The city’s zoning code prescribes a maximum building height of 
35ft, a maximum ROW setback of 5ft, a side setback maximum of 1ft, no rear yard setback, and no 
min/max floor area. 
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0 4  S PA CE  N EE DS 

EVALUATION 
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0 5  S PA R K  C H AR ETTE  & 

VISIONING 
The plans illustrated below were presented as part of the June 2020 Conceptual Design Booklet, 
indicating the recommended and preferred option F.2. This design was desired for its overall aesthetic, 
feel, flexible layout, and overall fit of the library into the neighborhood. This concept was updated and 
refined as part of the October 2023 Design Workshop and is presented in the following Chapter 06. 
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S U M M A R Y  O F  O P T I O N  F . 2  F R O M  J U N E  2 0 2 0  

Option F.2 satisfies the project’s goals for success and promotes access for all in a multiple-level library 
facility. Accessible parking is available in the Oak Street parking lot right next to the new north entrance. 
Public library space is spread out over two floor levels featuring adults on the main level with children’s 
and teens on the upper level. The upper level community room will be maintained and a pre-function 
gathering area right outside the room will provide improved access. Afterhours access from the existing 
stair and elevator will be maintained and a new monumental stair and elevator in the addition will provide 
expanded accessibility when the library is open for business. The basement in the historic building will be 
used by staff, the Friends of the Library, and building mechanical systems. 

The exterior of the new library will connect to the historic building on two floor levels. The previous 
addition to the library will look different since a second-floor level will be built on top of it. The overall 
aesthetic will be a masonry and half-timber/stucco façade that echoes the scale and rhythm of the 
original in a new way. Entry tower like elements will frame the north entrance and provide complimentary 
symmetry to the historic building. This option also exemplifies and clearly places the L.D. Fargo Public 
Library as an essential destination within the community while delivering forward-thinking expanded 
library services. 

C O S T  O P I N I O N  F O R  O P T I O N  F . 2  F R O M  J U N E  2 0 2 0  

A conceptual budget was provided  in the June 2020 Conceptual Design Booklet. The updated cost opinion 
is presented in Chapter 06 of this booklet.  
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0 6  CON CE PT U AL 

PLANS & VIEWS 
The following pages illustrate the updated conceptual design for December 2023, further defining site 
layout, exterior materials, roof geometry, scale & form. 
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0 7  O P IN ION  OF 

PROBABLE COST  
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