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Authorization to Proceed 

 

The undersigned representative for L.D Fargo Public Library acknowledges that the Schematic Design Documents, 

as compiled and attached hereto, have been received as complete and accurate, and authorize proceeding into the 

Design Development phase for the project. 

Signature         Date 

 

______________________________________________________________________    ________________________________________________ 
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Goals for Success 

 

1. Construct a long-lasting facility. 

 

2. Stay relevant in a changing world. 

 

3. Be a library that is flexible, adaptable, and changeable. 

 

4. Be environmentally, financially, and culturally sustainable. 

 

5. Support programming to serve the community. 
 

6. Promote partnerships within the community. 

 

7. Discover what the community needs/wants and provide accommodations. 

 

8. Preserve the cultural history of the community. 

 

9. Maintain the historic character and significance of the building. 

 

10. Promote access for ALL. 

 

11. Provide a safe and secure environment. 
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  Program of Spaces 
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                Narratives 

Architectural 
 

The L.D. Fargo Public Library building is a +/-11,500 square foot building in Lake Mills, Wisconsin.  The 
Neogothic Revival style building has two stories and an occupied basement.  The library is situated on a level 
site directly north of Commons Park on Madison Street.  The original 1902 historic library building, designed 
by Ferry and Clas Architects, is on the National Register of Historic Places. A 1-story addition was built in 
1964 that increased the facility to its current size.  The construction of the historical library is stone masonry 
bearing walls supporting a wood frame roof.  The addition is wood frame construction with a wood frame 
roof.  The building was damaged by a fire in 1980, and was reconstructed the next year with an elevator and 
stair addition. Additional renovations occurred in 2002 and 2013, modifying restrooms, interior finishes, 
staff and children areas, and expanding the parking lot to the North. 

 

Existing Conditions 

In October of 2023, the LD Fargo Public Library Board of Trustees commissioned a comprehensive Facility 
Assessment to document the property’s current physical and functional conditions.  The assessment team 
included FEH Design (architectural, structural, & interiors), Design Engineers (mechanical, electrical, & 
plumbing), and Snyder & Associates (civil engineering).   

As the library continues to age, building and energy codes have evolved, along with library technologies, 
space requirements, and community expectations.  These factors collectively raise concerns about the 
existing facility’s efficiency, security, adequacy, suitability, and long-term sustainability in fulfilling the 
library’s mission: “to serve the people of Lake Mills and the surrounding area as a reading, learning, entertainment, 
cultural, and technological center.”   

 

Addition Work 

To bring the library up to current space needs standards and to better serve the community, the Library 
Board has been preparing for an expansion for many years.  This proposed addition is the culmination of the 
efforts put forth by Library Board, Staff and Community to bring the LD Fargo Public Library into the 21st 
century. 

The proposed 7,300 SF (+/-) single-story addition will provide substantial enhancements to the library’s 
meeting spaces, seating, children’s areas, efficiency, and security.  Exterior materials will match the existing 
stone and trim to complement the historic character of the building.  A new, fully accessible entrance and 
restroom will improve usability for all visitors of all ages and abilities. 

To accommodate increasing demand for community meeting space, the new program room will be designed 
for after-hours use through an access-controlled entry.  The space will also feature a movable wall system, 
allowing to be divided into smaller rooms for flexible programming and expanded community use. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Renovation Work 

The existing library space will undergo a comprehensive reorganization of many interior spaces.  On the first 
floor, much-needed teen areas will be expanded, along with additional study and reading rooms.  New space 
will also be created by infilling existing floor openings to the basement.  All areas will receive updated 
finishes that provide a fresh look while remaining sensitive to the building’s historic character. 

The second floor will largely remain unchanged to preserve its historic features, while providing flexible 
program space for both library activities and community use. 

The basement will see minimal alterations and will primarily serve the library’s growing storage needs.  
Future phases are planned to include dedicated spaces for the Friends of the Library (FOL) and a Local 
Community History collection, in addition to expanded storage. 

As part of the expansion, the building will be upgraded to meet current building codes.  The entire facility will 
be retrofitted with a fire sprinkler system to enhance safety and protect the collection.  Accessibility 
improvements will be implemented were appropriate, ensuring the library is welcoming and usable for all 
community members. 



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 6 

 

Narratives 

Structural 

 
The existing library building appears to be performing adequately under current use. In the original structure, 
two openings between the main floor and the basement level will be infilled with wood or light-gauge steel 
framing. No other structural modifications or improvements to the existing building are anticipated, except 
for new over framing at the north end of the 1994 addition in order to match the proposed addition’s roof 
line. 

The structural system will be designed to allow for future vertical expansion – the roof framing will be 
designed to be able to be a second floor with library loading. Columns, braces, and footings will be sized to 
accommodate the higher loading from the additional story. 

 

 

Framing System 

The roof framing will consist of composite wide-flange steel beams and composite open-web steel joists 
supporting composite steel deck with concrete topping.  

The steel framing will be supported by square tube steel columns. Columns will be used adjacent to exterior 
wall framing as well as at isolated locations within the building. Concentric steel braced frames will be used 
as the lateral support system.  

Exterior walls will be framed with light gauge steel framing.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation System 

 

A geotechnical investigation was performed on the proposed site by ECS Midwest, LLC. A report dated 
December 12, 2023, was issued, and the foundation design and building subgrade preparation will be based 
upon the recommendations given in the geotechnical investigation report.   

The new addition will be supported on shallow spread footings at column locations, and continuous wall 
footings at the exterior and bearing walls. Vertical foundation elements such as piers and walls will be cast-
in-place concrete. There will be cast-in-place concrete foundation walls at the exterior perimeter walls.  

The main floor slab will be a concrete slab-on-grade. Subgrade preparation and backfill at all slab-on-grade 
locations will be per geotechnical engineer’s recommendations. 
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Project Schedule 

 
Schematic Design (SD) for one-story addition option  6-8 weeks   Sept.-Oct. 2025 

45% SD review meetings     2:30, 3:30, 5:00 PM Wed. Sept. 16, 2025 

100% SD review, budget review, authorize DDs  5:15 OM Wed   Oct. 8, 2025 

Design Development (DD) phase drawings   11 weeks   Oct.-Dec. 2025 

20% DD review meeting     5:15 PM Wed.   Oct. 22, 2025 

60% DD review meeting     5:15 PM Wed.   Nov. 19, 2025 

80% DD review meeting     5:15 PM Thurs.  Dec. 4,2025 

100% DD review, budget review, authorize CDs  5:15 PM Thurs.  Dec. 18, 2025 

Construction Document (CD) phase drawings   12 weeks   Jan.-Mar. 2026 

25% CD review meeting     5:15 PM Thurs.  Jan. 22, 2025 

50% CD review meeting     5:15 PM Wed.   Feb. 11, 2025 

75% CD review meeting     5:15 PM Wed.   Mar. 4, 2025 

100% CD review meeting     5:15 PM Wed.   Mar. 25, 2026 

Issue to bidders       Monday   Mar. 30, 2026 

Bidding process       5 weeks   April 2026 

Receive bids       3:30 PM Thurs.  April 30, 2026 

Review bids, recommendations, award contracts  2-4 weeks    May 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Owner uses historic entrance to the building during construction    June 1, 2026 

Contractor mobilization      2-4 weeks  June 29, 2026 

 First contractor monthly invoice received       July 2026 

Construction while occupying the building    10-14 months  July2026-Sept.2027 

Monthly owner-architect meetings        TBD 

 Move out during renovation of existing building? 

Issue furniture bid documents        August 2026 

Owner set up technology and move in    2-4 weeks  June & Sept. 2027 
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Statement of Probable Cost 
 

lexies
Snapshot



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 9 

 

lexies
Snapshot

lexies
Snapshot



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 10 

 

lexies
Snapshot

lexies
Snapshot



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 11 

 

lexies
Snapshot

lexies
Snapshot



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 12 



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 13 



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                 A R CH I T E CT U R E      /     E N GI N E E R IN G      /     I N T E RI O R S 

  

SCHEMATIC    DESIGN   BOOKLET   PAGE 17 

 



contact:
feh design
1135 S.  70TH  STREET, SUITE 301
MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN 53214
414  200  9660
www.fehdesign.com


